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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 

Welcome to the International 
Music Academy 2019-2020 school 
year! Our Faculty and Staff are very 
excited and proud to having you as 
a student! We look forward to 
working with you and fostering 
your potential through music. Our 
expert teachers will take care of all 
aspects of your program at the 

International Music Academy. We wish you an exciting and 
stimulating school year!  
 
Kristian Alexander 
M.Mus., M.A., MBA, D.E.S.S.G.O.C., B.Mus., B.A. 
Director 
 
 
WELCOMING OUR NEW STUDENTS 
 
Hannah Da Silva, oboe 
Mason Li, violin 
Avanjhi Srikanda, voice 
Shaya Shariati, piano 
Abi Akilan, piano 
Adanya Samao, piano 
Isabelle Messina, voice/piano 
Aashiva Eswarapatham, piano 
Ahaana Eswarapatham, piano 
Betsy Marquart, alto saxophone 
Sanjabi Suba, piano 
Leo Ngo, piano 

 
 

 
IMA STUDENTS BIRTHDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 
 
Emily Breton, Claudia Ip,  Isabella Choo, Isabelle Lusby, Savannah 
Garabedian, Beatrice Yambao, Isabelle Dasgupta, Jenelle Yang,  
Thea Duggal, Emma Florentino, Edwin Dong, Arianna Lagunzad, 
Jenny Wang, Mya Tamayo, Kaithlyn Fung, Janush Ramanan, 
Lucas Tang, Sanay Kothalkar, Aidan Kapilan, Ariana Zhao, Yolanda 
(Yuen-Yau) Ngai,  Akshat Regani, Nathaniel Fernandes, Elliot 
Taylor, Jemma Giordano, Emily Porter, Ayana Chopra,  Madhur 
Kothalkar, Mark Chin, Evan Shelton. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
 

IMPORTANT DAYS IN SEPTEMBER 
 

September 1. IMA School year begins.  
September 2. Labour Day. IMA is open.  
September 24-30. iMA BRING A FRIEND WEEK  
September 23. PA day (YR). IMA is open. 
September 29-October 1. Rosh Hashanah. IMA is open. 
 
NEWS 
 
GET 3 FREE LESSONS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PIANO 
 
If you are ready to purchase a high quality pre-own piano 
through one of the IMA partners, 3 of your lessons at the IMA 
will be free.  Call our Office or e-mail 
Office@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca for more information. 
Pre-own piano is a great investment that comes at an attractive 
price, with a free tuning and delivery. 
 
 
GET A $30 CREDIT ON YOUR NEXT MONTH TUITION 
 
We have been very pleased with the continued success of our 
students. They have improved a great deal and we share their 
excitement with their families, friends, neighbors, and 
schoolmates. We appreciate your interest towards our programs 
and services. We are always very happy to welcome new 
students of all ages, levels, and instruments to the iMA. Please 

International 
Music 
Academy  
 

 
1-4981 Highway 7 

Markham ON L3R 1N1 
Phone: 905.489.4620 

3-50 Innovator Avenue 
Stouffville ON L4A 0Y2 

Phone: 905.640.6363 
www.internationalmusicacademy.ca 
info@internationalmusicacademy.ca 

 



tell your friends about your experience with the International 
Music Academy.  
 
Do you know someone who is thinking of taking music lessons or 
who has children who may be interested in getting their hands 
on a musical instrument or singing? Do you know a teenager 
who needs a high school OAC credit? Do you know an adult who 
has wanted for a long time to learn how to play a musical 
instrument but has never had the time or inclination? Please tell 
them about the IMA. 
 
As an appreciation for your referral, we will give you a $30 credit 
for each new student who registers at the International Music 
Academy as a result of your referral.  
 
 
PERSONALIZED IMA GIFT CARD 

 
 The IMA offers personalized 
Gift Cards that could be used as 
thoughtful birthday, holiday, 
bar/bat Mitzvah, graduation gift 
or for any other occasions as 
well as to encourage someone 

to start learning a musical instrument or singing. The card can 
be used for any products or services.  
 
The gift card is available for any amount. As cards are 
personalized with the name of the person who will receive it as 
well as with the name of the person who purchase it, requests 
have to be made 1 day in advance. Cards can be ordered in 
person, by phone at 905.489.4620 or by e-mail at 
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca. At the time the card is 
ordered, a non-refundable $5 deposit is required. The full value 
of the card is paid upon pick-up (and the deposit is credited 
towards the purchase price). Payments can be made by any 
major credit card, cheque or cash as well as through the 
accounts of the IMA Clients. 
 
 
FOLLOW US ON   
 
Stay in touch and follow the IMA latest news on Facebook. Visit 
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy-
1944567629154903 and become a friend of the International 
Music Academy. 
 
 
COMPOSERS’ ANNIVERSARIES IN SEPTEMBER 
 
4/9/1824 - Bruckner born  
4/9/1892 - Milhaud born   
4/9/1907- Grieg died  
5/9/1735 - J.C. Bach born   
5/9/1912 - John Cage born   
8/9/1841 - Dvorak born  
8/9/1949 - Richard Strauss died  

13/9/1874 – D. Schoenberg born   
20/9/1957 – J. Sibelius died  
21/9/1874 – G. Holst born  
23/9/1836 - Bellini died  
25/9/1906 - Shostakovich born  
25/9/1849 – J. Strauss Sr died   
26/9/1898 - Gershwin born   
26/9/1945 - Bartok died 

 
Where you born or do you know someone who was born on the 
same day as these famous composers? Drop us e-mail at 
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca to let us know. 
 
FEATURED TEACHER OF THE MONTH 
 
Ramon Taranco, B.Mus. 
Guitar studies 

 
Ramon Taranco was born in 
Havana Cuba to a Mexican-
American mother and a Cuban 
father. The family immigrated to 
Toronto, Canada when Ramon was 
5 yrs old. As a teenager, Ramon 
taught himself to play guitar and 
soon was playing in Rock, R ‘n B, 
and Blues bands. He also studied 
violin and played in his high 
school’s orchestra. After hearing 

Andre Segovia perform at Massey Hall, Ramon was inspired to 
play classical and Spanish solo guitar music so he embarked 
upon six years of studies at Toronto's Royal Conservatory of 
Music. Ramon studied Classical guitar with Norbert Kraft, Carl 
van Fleggelin, Eli Kassner, world-renowned Cuban classical 
guitarist Leo Brouwer, and with British master, John Mills. He 
studied solo jazz guitar with the legendary Lenny Breau and 
jazz improvisation with former Duke Ellington band member, 
flugelhorn player, Fred Stone. While living in NYC, Ramon 
studied with flamenco guitar master Dennis Koster. 
 
As a guitar teacher, Ramon has experience on many levels. 
While still a student at the RCM, Ramon received a teaching 
position at the Koffler Centre for the Arts under the direction 
of then TSO conductor Victor Feldbrill - a position he held for 
four years. While still living in Toronto, Ramon received four 
Ontario Arts Council "Artist in the Schools" teaching grants 
that opened the doors for Ramon to teach improvisation and 
guitar in four Toronto area high schools. During this time 
Ramon further educated young people through performances 
of his concert/lecture program "A Guitar for All Seasons" which 
he presented in numerous schools, colleges and libraries all 
over Ontario - as a member of Prologue to the Performing Arts 
and on his own. Ramon was also the music consultant, band 
coach, and guitar instructor for the film P.C.U. (20th Century 
Fox). In 1994 Ramon moved to NYC where he taught guitar 
lessons in his private studios in Manhattan and Queens and 
also at the Astoria School of Music. Ramon currently teaches at 

 



Markham’s International Music Academy and is preparing to 
record his third CD of original music.  
 
As a composer Ramon has received both Toronto Arts Council 
and Ontario Arts Council grants for composition. As a recording 
artist, he received an Ontario Arts Council Multi-Cultural 
recording grant and a F.A.C.T.O.R recording grant. Taranco later 
became a F.A.C.T.O.R adjudicator. Ramon's compositions have 
been featured in films: “L'Hombre” for the Canadian Film 
Center and NYC documentary, “Poverty Outlaw.” Ramon has 
released two CD's of original music which have received airplay 
in fifty countries (for example Radio Havana, Cuba; and Spanish 
National Radio) and have placed in the top 10 of world beat, 
blues, jazz and roots music radio charts.  
 
As a performer of classical, blues, jazz, and worldbeat music in 
the Toronto music scene, Ramon played solo, in duos and in 
bands: live on CBC radio shows (Morningside, Musical Friends), 
and in concerts (Hart House Theater U of T, Harbourfront’s 
Waters Edge Café and Brigantine Room, St. Lawrence Centre, 
Ontario College of Art, Laurentian University) in clubs and in 
restaurants (The Riverboat, Top of the Senator, C'est What.) 
While residing in New York for 18 years, Ramon frequently 
performed on radio (WBAI). As a soloist and in duos with (jazz 
violin, percussion, blues harmonica) and band situations, 
Ramon has performed in concert at the Guggenheim Museum 
of Modern Art’s World Beat Jazz series ,Bronx Museum of 
Modern Art African Heritage Day, The Queens Museum of Art, 
Harbor Jazz Festival, Manhattanville University, Monroe 
College, New York State University @ Stoney Brook, Hellenic 
Cultural Center, Javits Center Latin Heritage Month celebration 
for the City of NY, Newark Public Library( blues concert 
celebrating Martin Luther King Jr's birthday ) Brooklyn 
Academy of Music Majestic Theater: onstage guitarist in small 
ensemble for the opera "Missionaries" by Liz Swados; in NYC 
night clubs, restaurants and bars such as The Groove, Izzy Bar, 
Fannies, La Belle Epoque, Mozart Cafe, Finally Freds, Rose’s 
Turn and Cornelia Street Cafe: Soul of the Blues Festival. 
 

 

FEATURED STUDENT OF THE MONTH  
 
Avni Prabhu 

 
What instrument do you play? –  I 
play the piano. 
 
How long have you taken 
lessons? – I started taking lessons 
at the International Music 
Academy about 2 years ago.   
 
Who are your favourite musical 
artists? – I enjoy listening to 
Beethoven’s music.  
 

What are your other hobbies, besides music? – I like drawing as 
well as playing basketball.   

 
Favourite food? – My favourite food is rice and Indian Daal.   
 
What is the coolest thing you’ve learnt in your lessons in the 
past three months? – Learning music is fun and also it keeps my 
mind busy.   
 
Do you have any performance coming up? – No public 
performances coming up, just practicing J 
 
E-mail to info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca a photo of yourself 
(or your child) together with the answers of the questions above. 
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of every month. We will 
feature you in one of the next issues of the newsletter. 
 
FEATURED ARTICLE 

 
20 Important Benefits of Music 
 
Nearly everyone enjoys music, whether by listening to it, singing, 
or playing an instrument. But despite this almost universal 
interest, many schools are having to do away with their music 
education programs. This is a mistake, with schools losing not 
only an enjoyable subject, but a subject that can enrich students’ 
lives and education. Read on to learn why music education is so 
important, and how it offers benefits even beyond itself. 

 

1. Musical training helps develop language and 
reasoning: Students who have early musical training will develop 
the areas of the brain related to language and reasoning. The left 
side of the brain is better developed with music, and songs can 
help imprint information on young minds. 



2. A mastery of memorization: Even when performing with sheet 
music, student musicians are constantly using their memory to 
perform. The skill of memorization can serve students well in 
education and beyond. 

3. Students learn to improve their work: Learning music 
promotes craftsmanship, and students learn to want to create 
good work instead of mediocre work. This desire can be applied 
to all subjects of study. 

4. Increased coordination: Students who practice with musical 
instruments can improve their hand-eye coordination. Just like 
playing sports, children can develop motor skills when playing 
music. 

5. A sense of achievement: Learning to play pieces of music on a 
new instrument can be a challenging, but achievable goal. 
Students who master even the smallest goal in music will be able 
to feel proud of their achievement. 

6. Kids stay engaged in school: An enjoyable subject like music 
can keep kids interested and engaged in school. Student 
musicians are likely to stay in school to achieve in other subjects. 

7. Success in society: Music is the fabric of our society, and music 
can shape abilities and character. Students in band or orchestra 
are less likely to abuse substances over their lifetime. Musical 
education can greatly contribute to children’s intellectual 
development as well. 

8. Emotional development: Students of music can be more 
emotionally developed, with empathy towards other cultures 
They also tend to have higher self esteem and are better at 
coping with anxiety. 

9. Students learn pattern recognition: Children can develop their 
math and pattern-recognition skills with the help of musical 
education. Playing music offers repetition in a fun format. 

10. Better SAT scores: Students who have experience with music 
performance or appreciation score higher on the SAT. One report 
indicates 63 points higher on verbal and 44 points higher on 
math for students in music appreciation courses. 

11. Fine-tuned auditory skills: Musicians can better detect 
meaningful, information-bearing elements in sounds, like the 
emotional meaning in a baby’s cry. Students who practice music 
can have better auditory attention, and pick out predictable 
patterns from surrounding noise. 

12. Music builds imagination and intellectual 
curiosity: Introducing music in the early childhood years can help 
foster a positive attitude toward learning and curiosity. Artistic 
education develops the whole brain and develops a child’s 
imagination. 

13. Music can be relaxing: Students can fight stress by learning 
to play music. Soothing music is especially helpful in helping kids 
relax. 

14. Musical instruments can teach discipline: Kids who learn to 
play an instrument can learn a valuable lesson in discipline. They 
will have to set time aside to practice and rise to the challenge of 
learning with discipline to master playing their instrument. 

15. Preparation for the creative economy: Investing in creative 
education can prepare students for the 21st century workforce. 
The new economy has created more artistic careers, and these 
jobs may grow faster than others in the future. 

16. Development in creative thinking: Kids who study the arts 
can learn to think creatively. This kind of education can help 
them solve problems by thinking outside the box and realizing 
that there may be more than one right answer. 

17. Music can develop spatial intelligence: Students who study 
music can improve the development of spatial intelligence, 
which allows them to perceive the world accurately and form 
mental pictures. Spatial intelligence is helpful for advanced 
mathematics and more. 

18. Kids can learn teamwork: Many musical education programs 
require teamwork as part of a band or orchestra. In these 
groups, students will learn how to work together and build 
camaraderie. 

19. Responsible risk-taking: Performing a musical piece can bring 
fear and anxiety. Doing so teaches kids how to take risks and deal 
with fear, which will help them become successful and reach 
their potential. 

20. Better self-confidence: With encouragement from teachers 
and parents, students playing a musical instrument can build 
pride and confidence. Musical education is also likely to develop 
better communication for students. 

 
 
To comment on this story or anything else you have read in the 
Newsletter, head over to the IMA Facebook page or message us on 
Twitter. 



 
 

 

 

International Music Academy 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 
for new students only 

1 offer per family 

ONE FREE LESSON 
Call the IMA Office at 

905.489.4620 (Markham) or 
905.640.6363 (Stouffville) 

to schedule your first lesson. 
Once scheduled, the lesson cannot be rescheduled. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. No refunds, no exchanges. 

 

 Music is sooooooooo beuatiful! 

 
Register for lessons by 

September 15, 2019 and receive 

$50 off 
New students only. 1 offer per family 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
 

REFER A NEW STUDENT and 
GET ONE FREE LESSON! 

 
When you refer a new student to the IMA, who 
registers for lesson, you will get one free lesson for 
every new student. So, if you refer the IMA to 2 new 
students, we will give you 2 free lessons; for 3 new 
students – 3 free lessons etc. Fill in the coupon 
below and leave it with the IMA Office 
administrator.  
 
Your name: ______________________________ 
 
Name of the new student: __________________ 
 

You can print or photocopy this coupon as many times as you need. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


